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. [57) ) ABSTRACT

An interactive electro-optic display device used in com-
bination with a transparent graphics tablet device pro-
viding an electronic writing surface for an integrated
display-tablet operation. A person using the system can
hand sketch, write, and draw onto an electronic writing
surface, and the system converts this information to
electrical signals for display on a viewing screen di-
rectly under the transparent graphic tablet. Hand writ-
ten information from the tablet and alphanumeric infor-
mation from a keyboard can be transmitted external to
the display-tablet unit, and the unit is capable of receiv-
ing externally generated data for presentation on the
display panel. The invention can be used as a computer-
based communications terminal for two-way graphic
and voice data. The disclosed display device is a direct
view optical beam addressed electrooptic display de-
vice, having one or more laser sources, an optical beam
deflector, an electrooptic display panel, and control
electronics. The graphic tablet and keyboard are electri-
cally connected to the control electronics for an inte-
grated operation. A folded optical path design results in
an inclined writing surface and display screen combina-
tion, which provide the advantages of improved man-
machine interaction and display readability.

20 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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